[Centenary of the Health Council of the Netherlands. VI. Coordination mechanisms and the authority of the Health Council of the Netherlands].
What do scientific advisory boards such as the Health Council of the Netherlands get their authority from? How does the Council ensure that its advice is incorporated into policy and into the practices at which the advice is directed? A frequently heard answer to this question is: by describing 'the state of knowledge' as optimally as possible. However, case studies on advisory work by the Health Council have shown that this explanation is too simplistic. It is more likely that the explanation lies in the use of 'co-ordination tools'--such as problem definition, the committee process and a specific use of language--that enable the Council to both separate and bridge science and policy. The authority of the Council is based on the hybrid nature of its work.